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ABSTRACT

Ecotourism appeals to socially and ecologicallpsmious individuals. Kashmir, known as 'paradiseearth’,
attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists eveay lat lots of socio-economic, political and enmimental problems have
arisen mainly because of over influx of touristscattain places like Pahalgam, Gulmarg and Dal Lakel political
disturbance because Kashmir is trapped in the drags of India and Pakistan. On the other handhidar provides a
great potential for tourism industry. Thus, it mportant to understand the tourism of Kashmir tgtothe prism of
political ecology, ecotourism and sustainable dgwelent, how ecotourism can be used for the protecif the cultural
heritage and ecological diversity and to fosterdhkure and human rights of Kashmir and also douation in the socio-

economic development and political empowermenboél communities.
KEYWORDS: Ecological Diversity, Ecotourism, Empowerment, Sirsible Development, Political Ecology

Let me cry out in that void, say it as| can.

| write on that void: Kashmir, Kaschmir, Cashmere, Qashmir, Cashmir, Cashmire, Kashmere......Agha Shahid
Ali

INTRODUCTION

The state of Jammu and Kashmir has the latitudirtdnt of 32° 17"North to 37° 6” North and longitad extent
of 73° 26" East to 80° 30" East. J & K is dividetbithree divisions - Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh alhdhe three
divisions have immense potential for tourism buskair Valley is the most important in terms of tear. Kashmir is
famous for its unique beauty and natural scenemyutfthout the world. It is a multi-faceted diamortianging its hues
with four seasons, always extravagantly beauti€alshmir is surrounded by two Himalayan Ranges-Gheat Himalayan
Range from the north and the Pir Panjal from solitiey are the source of great rivers, which flowdadnto the beautiful
valleys, forested with orchards and decorated amgéziby lily-laden lakes. Its high snow-clad Himgda mountains,
scenic spots, beautiful valleys, exquisite pleaddivghal gardens, hill stations, rivers with iceatolater, attractive lakes
and springs, evergreen fields, dense forests, ifahealth resorts, rich culture and ageless gratés architecture
enhance its grandeur and are a source of greatttin for tourists. People have written zilliorfsamrds to best describe
the beauty of Kashmir, however the truth is thatpower of words can never comprehend the mystitisithis Valley
possesses. The famous Mughal Emperor Jahangir dderibing the beauty of Kashmir sdiigar Firdous Baroye
Zameen Ast, Hami Asto, Hami Asto, Hami Ast"which means "If there is heaven on earth, it'€ hé's here, it's here". It
is also widely known for its different kinds of &grltural products, fruit, vegetables, saffron, bgerminerals, precious

stones handicrafts like woollen carpets, shawls farest kind of embroidery on clothes. Pilgrimagefamous religious
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shrines of the Hindus and the Muslims make Kashangreat tourist attraction. Kashmir is blessed wiithathtaking

natural beauty, great cultural heritage, ecologibabrsity and is known as theand of Sufis' because Sufism has a great

influence on its culture. Thus, Kashmir is trulgaeded a8 ARADISE ON EARTH' and is a famous tourist destination

due its socio-cultural and ecological diversity gmdvides a lot of scope for ecotourism.

Important Tourist Destinations of Kashmir

Pahalgam, known as 'Valley of Shepherds' ( ArudgalBetaab Valley, Amarnath Cave, Chandanwari, &ais
Lake, Tulian Lake, Sheshnag Lake, Katernag Lakehadal, Aharbal, Daksum, Kokernag and Verinag.

Srinagar (Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake, Nishat Garden liBlam Garden, Chashma Shahi,Tulip Garden, Pari Maha
Dachigam National Park, Zabarwan Park, Igbal Patkelum river, Hazratbal Shrine, Jama Masjid,

Shankaracharya Temple, SPS Museum, Royal Sprinj<O8Borse).

Wular Lake, Mansbal Lake, Gulmarg (Meadow of Flosye6onamarg (Meadow of Gold), Yusmarg, Tangmarg,
Charari-Sharief, Baba Rishi etc Various adventurand recreational activities are done at variousrisb
destinations of Kashmir e.g, River Rafting in Lid&rer at Pahalgam; Horse riding at Pahalgam; @Gglfat
Pahalgam and Srinagar; visiting of inner parts af Dake, Char Chinar (a small island in Dal Lakasisting of
four Chinars) and Wular Lake on Shikaras (traddiolbboat of Kashmir); visiting different parts of [Bnarg on

Gandola, Skiing at Gulmarg and mountaineering dtr@tg and Sonamarg.
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Figure 1: Important Tourist Destinations of J & K

Source: internet (http://www.maps-india.com/jammu-kashikirhap/jammu-kashmir-tourist-att.gif

Kashmir provides a lot of scope for natural, Vifid religious, historical, cultural and adventuso

tourism and possesses immense potential for Edeto.
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

e To examine the impact of tourism in Kashmir.

* To examine socio-economic, political and ecologasdects of ecotourism in Kashmir.

e To examine why there is need of ecotourism in Kashm

* To analyse the importance of sustainable developmestotourism in Kashmir.

» To examine the potential of ecotourism for the dgwament of Kashmir and the empowerment of localgbeo

* To highlight the hurdles in the development of ecoism and providing feasible suggestions in praomobf

ecotourism in Kashmir.
METHODOLOGY

Both primary as well as secondary data has beed usthe present paper. The sources of primarg deg
discussion with the local people, hoteliers, traaggnts, government officials and personal expegieihhe secondary data
has been taken from Economic Survey, J & K 2013ddvt. of J & K and Jammu & Kashmir Department @fufism.

The data was converted into tabular form and irfahe of graph for evaluation and analysis.
Defining Ecotourism

In simplest terms, ecotourism is defined as tlséing of pristine, fragile and relatively undigbexd natural areas
intended as a low impact and often small scalerateve to commercial or mass tourism. The terme@aism was coined
by Héctor Ceballos-Lascurain in 1983 and was iiytiased to describe nature-based travel to redhtiundisturbed areas
with an emphasis on education. He defined ecotwuas "Travelling to relatively undisturbed or untaminated natural
areas with the specific objective of studying, atimg, and enjoying the scenery and its wild plard animals, as well as
any existing cultural manifestations (both past angsent) found in these areas". The Internati@tatourism Society
defines Ecotourism as: "responsible travel to rtareas that conserves the environment and imprthes welfare of
local people”. Many proponents of ecotourism alsgua that an important ingredient of it is the pstn of
environmental education or knowledge for tourist®warticipate in it (Wight, 1993) . Such knowledg make tourists
more aware of nature and more supportive of itssepration via changes in their personal behavigreater political

support and larger financial contributions for sgohservation (Tisdell and Wilson, 2012).

« Ecotourism enterprises

e Tourism to unspoiled natural resources, with miriimgact on the environment being a primary concern
e Minimization of tourism's own environmental impact

» Affordability and lack of waste in the form of luu

* Local culture, flora and fauna being the main attoms

* Local people benefit from this form of tourism eoarically, often more than mass tourism.

Ecotourism has emerged as one of the fastest-ggoséctors of the tourism market, influenced pritpary
public demand for more environmentally and resgalastourism (Boo, 1990, Eagles et al 1993). Whelaf1991)
viewpoint, the eco tourists will be key playerstlie success or failure of ecotourism. Ecotourispeafs to ecologically
and socially conscious individuals and helps theists in personal growth and learning of new waykve on this planet.

Kashmir being blessed with natural beauty providesiense potentialities for ecotourism as ecotourism lead to the
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overall development of Jammu & Kashmir. Ecotourtsan act a environment regulating force in Kashmir.
Why Ecotourism in Kashmir?

Kashmir is blessed with a variety of natural bgatlihe geography of Kashmir presents a perfectdotdmatural
and cultural features with visible effect on thiedtyle of the people of the Valley. But due toegteand overflow of
tourists at places like Dal Lake, lots of probldiks deforestation, air, water and land polluticavé taken place. Thus, in
order to protect the ecological and cultural beaftKashmir, it is necessary to flourish the ecosm. Also, Kashmir
possesses lots of undisturbed natural areas whichide a lot of scope for ecotourism. It will aldead to the
empowerment of local people who have suffered all@t to various political problems. So, it is thefpct time for the
development of ecotourism in Kashmir which can havprofound impact on all the spheres of life ie ¥alley of
Kashmir.

Discourse on Sustainable Development in Ecotourisim Kashmir

In the pace of development, sustainable developimas been recognized as one of the significanhgrhenon
for achieving development goals without depletihg hatural and cultural resources or degradingetimé&ronment.
Sustainable development forms the legalising b&dsseatourism which is an important tool of susthileadevelopment.
The concept of sustainability has become a medjaérm in bridging the ideological and politicaffdrences between the
environmental and development lobbies, a bridgewdeh the fundamentally opposed paradigms of eco and
anthropocentricism The increasing importance of the concept of sustde development has led tourism researchers to
posit the latest phase of tourism as rooted irptradigm of sustainability (Macbeth 2005). It isiaaportant legitimising
concept of ecotourism as ecotourism claims to badbl through which all the promised goals of aimstble development
are realisable. As sustainability is based on tlaggects, sustainable ecotourism is also baseteohalance of social,
economic, and ecological goals (Wight, 1993). Reggigg ecotourism's potential role in sustainaldeedopment, the

United Nations declared 2002 the "International Y&feE co-tourism".

There is a close relationship between sustaindéelopment and ecotourism in Kashmir as Kashmiullsof
physical and cultural diversity but is also plagu®dvarious environmental, political and social [geans. Sustainable
development in ecotourism in Kashmir can lead ttuction of impact of overflow of tourists at certgilaces like Dal
Lake and can help in promotion of adventure andreaiourism which can result in protection of flagenvironment. It
will lead to empowerment of local people and rajsawareness of the environmental, political andasdssues of
Kashmir. This idea will lead to technological tréorenation towards energy saving mechanisms, alteraad non-
conventional systems for providing comfort to tetsiwithout bringing down the quality of life andrcresult in long term
planning for productive techniques and equitabgrithiution policies for the exploitation of resoesc Thus, sustainable
development in ecotourism in Kashmir can play apdrtant role in achieving Millennium Development &® (MDGS)
and can act as an innovative method for socio-eném@olitical, cultural and aesthetic developmehthe Valley while
maintaining cultural integrity and ecological preses so that future generations can also get ltexely the tourism

industry.

! Stephen Wearing & John Neil, Ecotourism: ImpaRtstentials and Possibilities, Second Edition, Ralge UK 2009, p.
24
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Various Aspects of Ecotourism in Kashmir

Ecotourism is one of the most important conceptthatpresent time where the world is plagued bedrand
greatly affected by the ill effects of Liberaligatj Privatisation and Globalisation (LPG Model).sBRarces are being
exploited unscientifically at most of the place$efe is unscientific harnessing of natural as wsllhuman resources
which makes environment and people vulnerable toowa adverse effects like environmental degradatitoods,
droughts, climate change, poverty, hunger, maliaryi political and social tensions worldwide. Aetpresent time there
is 'development at the cost of displacementvhich has resulted into displacement of milliofisnoligenous people from
their homes and forced to live in camps where taeg shortage of food, clothing, shelter and ob@sic amenities. This
has resulted into various environmental, sociabnemic and political problems at different placié® lin India, Africa,
Latin America etc. This has resulted into emergesifcearious tribal and other movements. Many suahirenmental,
economic and socio-political problems have als@eariin Kashmir due to unscientific tourism. Thusstainable
development is an important approach to overcomsettproblems and ecotourism can play a significalet in this
regard. Ecotourism has the potential to eradicatmenous environmental, socio-economic and politimablems in
Kashmir if applied properly.

Figure 2: Impact of Ecotourism on Kashmir

In order to know the impact and potential of ecoEm in Kashmir, it is necessary to examine vagiaspects of
ecotourism in Kashmir like;

¢ Economic Aspects

« Ecological Aspects
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e Political Aspects, and
e Social Aspects
ECONOMIC ASPECTS

Ecotourism has been described as "one of the rmostnt tools in the arsenal of the contemporary
conservationists" ( Downs). Ecotourism in Kashnais la profound impact on the economic conditionsasthmiri people

and has a lot of potential to increase its impiactan be understood by following points;
» Employment

The Table 1 shows the arrival of tourists in Kashmir in lagty®ears. The table clearly shows that there has bee
an increase in tourist flow in Kashmir in recenagge This tourist arrival has generated lots of lesnpent in the Valley.
Millions of people are getting jobs due to tourisAtcording toTable 2, tourism provides employment to millions of
Kashmiris, e.g, 20. 574 lakh people were employeel b tourism in 2013 and 22.101 lakh people ind2@kespite the
devastating floods in Kashmir in 2014. It even jdeg employment to people without specialized skiHcotourism is an
important source of employment generation in mailly land remote areas of Kashmir. Due to ecotourighe
employment generation from tourism is expectedntwdase as many more people can be encouragedtitipade in

ecotourism and allied activities.

Table 1: Tourist Arrivals in Kashmir from 1987 to 2014

S. No Year Total Tourist Arrivals S. No Year Total Tourist Arrivals
1 1987 721654 15 2001 72591
2 1988 722035 16 2002 27356
3 1989 557977 17 2003 191164
4 1990 10722 18 2004 376729
5 1991 6287 19 2005 603582
6 1992 10324 20 2006 432888
7 1993 8026 21 2007 441836
8 1994 9814 22 2008 572100
9 1995 8520 23 2009 601250
10 1996 9967 24 2010 736448
11 1997 16131 25 2011 1314432
12 1998 109883 26 2012 1308765
13 1999 217292 27 2013 1171130
14 2000 111912 28 2014 1100000

SourceEconomic Survey, J & K 2013-14, Govt. of Jammu &sKmir

Table 2;: Employment Generation by Tourism in Kashmi

Year Employment (in Lakhs )
2002 9.4245
2003 10.1145
2004 10.854
2005 11.649
2006 12.504
2007 13.422
2008 14.409
2009 15.4695
2010 16.6095
2011 17.8365
2012 19.155
2013 20.574
2014 22.101
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* Revenue Generation

The tourism industry in J&K is one of the mostuflishing industries in the state. This industryyglan important
role in the development of the regions of Ladaldmihu and Kashmir. As the industrial sector is st/ \much developed
in the state, so the activities related to tourésen considered with much seriousness by the statergment. Apart from

agriculture sector, Kashmir tourism is the mostylapsource of income for the state.

Table 3: Revenue Generation from Tourism in Kashmir

Name of the Org./ Dept 2004-05 | 2005-06 | 2006-07 | 2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2009-10
J&K Tourism Development 1642.41 1796.44 1763 1963 1961 1894
Corporation
Cable Car Corporation 289 754.41 676 798.81 839.14 1116
SKICC 46 49.34 52 64 71.2 65
Directorate of Tourism, J&K Govt. 11.46 14.83 35.25 62.06 54 56.64
Royal Spring Golf Course 57.26 35.09 34.73 50.06 45.66 44.2%
Gulmarg Development Authority 19.07 21.86 32.46 48.5 51.17 34.3%
Pahalgam Development Authority 11 10.15 15.62 79 20 19.54
Others 5.12 9.16 9.95 19 12.73 6.68
Total 2081.32 | 2705.06 | 2619.01 | 3084.43 | 3054.9 | 3236.47

Source:Directorate of Tourism, J & K Govt

From Table 3, it is clear that tourism plays angigant role in revenue generation of Kashmir. Tiegenue
generation from tourism was 3054.9 lakhs in 2008+®&h increased to 3236.47 lakhs in 2009-10. Twarcontributes
8% in J & K's GDP. The revenue generation from @eism has increased in last some years as therbden focus on
ecotourism at certain places in Kashmir like Wilake. The revenue generation from ecotourism igetqu to increase

in coming years as ecotourism is getting boostashfnir.
» Diversification of Economic Activities

Ecotourism and thus tourism, has resulted interdiication of economic activities in Kashmir whipreviously
used be very limited to only few economic actisti&cotourism has resulted into introduction of ieurism activities in
Kashmir like river rafting, cable car tourist viesighting and construction of many new hotels arstiargants which has
resulted into increase in income generation. Then@aic returns from engaging in ecotourism can edcthe costs
involved.

» Development of Rural Areas

Ecotourism has resulted into visiting of ruralas®f Kashmir which present a picturesque view. ltays many
tourists are visiting rural areas of Kashmir likakbal which has resulted into economic and salgaklopment of rural
areas. Ecotourism plays an important role in thgard because it can create jobs in remote regiashistorically have
benefited less from economic development progrdme tmore populous areas. Even a small number of fody be

significant contribution in communities where pagtidns are low and alternatives are few.
»  Opportunities for Locally Controlled Eco Tourist- Related Businesses

In Kashmir, ecotourism has resulted into benefittdof local people from tourism which has resultgd benefits
from other allied activities of tourism. It has w#ed into development of handicraft and handloowustry and also

transport sector. It also provides a lot of scapedming times to improvise it.
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e Funding for Infrastructure

Ecotourism provides financial capital for the depenent for infrastructure in Kashmir. This hasulésd into

infrastructure development at certain places lishdgam, Gulmarg, Srinagar etc.
ECOLOGICAL ASPECTS

In last some decades, there has been unplannedtmtture and urban development which has resitte
large scale environmental and ecological degradatio Kashmir too, due to overflow of tourists a&rtain places and
unplanned infrastructural development, lots of egimal problems have arisen. Thus, it is importantinderstand the

tourism of Kashmir through the prism of ecotourism.

At the present time of environmental crisis, ecom is often considered to be a potential styategsupport
conservation of natural ecosystems while, at theeséime, promoting sustainable local developmentpénents of
ecotourism emphasize that ecotourism is an impbttoi to conserve natural environment and its ciije is to foster
responsibility for managing the adverse impactafrism by minimizing adverse effects while maximgibeneficial
outcomes and preserving the natural environmerg. &dological aspects of ecotourism in Kashmir carexplained by

following points;
» Conservation of Biodiversity

In Kashmir, ecotourism has been an important faétw conservation of biodiversity. It has resultéd
biodiversity conservation at Pahalgam, Sonamarg M#&ny parks and sanctuaries have been made innasbr the
protection of rare species of flora and fauna iy, of efforts are taken to conserve the Kashiangul and tigers. It

provides lots of potentialities for conservatiomadiny other species at other places.
e Travel to Natural Destinations

Ecotourism has encouraged tourists to travel tioua natural destinations in Kashmir as Kashmienslowed

with a variety of natural beauty. Ecotourism hasuhed into highlighting of new potential areadairism.
» Development of Wildlife Tourism

Ecotourism has resulted into development of wigdiourism in Kashmir as it involves seeing of wédimals in
zoos, parks and sanctuaries. People visit diffeptattes to see the rare species of animals likénidas Hangul, ducks,

swans etc.
» Development of Floriculture

Ecotourism has provides incentives for the develeminof floriculture in Kashmir. People visit manigforesque gardens
in the valley, the most important case in pointudip Garden in Srinagar which attracts lakhs airists every year. This

has resulted into conservation of various spedidéiewers.
e Water Conservation and Management

Ecotourism has resulted into water conservaticth management at places like Dal Lake. Dal Lake been
highly polluted in recent years. In the past, thretex of Dal Lake was an important source of drigkivater in Srinagar

city but at the present time it is filled with wastUnder ecotourism measures, Dal Lake is beingyesjated and still needs
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a lot of effort for its purification and management
POLITICAL ASPECTS

Kashmir being politically and ecologically fragilerea needs a special understanding in terms dficabl
economy and political ecologycotourism can result into political empowermentladal people in Kashmir and can

result in protection of human rights.

Kashmir issue is an important issue in the Soulairegion. It is become a bone of contention betwindia
and Pakistan and the people of Kashmir have beppéd in the cross hairs of these two countriadtieg into huge loss
to human lives and property. This has also hampehed economic development of the region resultingp i
underdevelopment of resources and increasing povieris a stark reality that till late 1980s, tetate of Jammu and
Kashmir used to attract huge numbers of tourists, the tourist sector received a serious jolt vilie outbreak of
militancy in the year 1989. The tourist’s influxaii@ed considerably up to 2002 during which theaesteeavily suffered in

this sector due to conflict (Fig. 2). Lots of pedeglding efforts are made for the promotion of eewism in Kashmir.

1400000

1200000 r_\
1000000

800000 /
600000 .-\ /

400000 \\ M
200000

Tourist Arrival i kashiir
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Figure 3: Graph Showing Fluctuation of Tourist Arrival in Kashmir
SOCIO-CULTURAL ASPECTS

Due to great cultural heritage and social cohesikashmir attracts lots of tourists to visit thdigeus and
historical sites. Amarnath cave and sufi shrinks Chari Sharief, Dastgeer Sahib shrine etc ar@itapt attractions of
tourists. The Kashmiri food , known as Wazwaaraimdus throughout the world which also helps iraatton of tourists.
Ecotourism includes knowledge about local culturd aultural heritage and also environmental edapatk can result in
social integration and widening of social opportigsi in Kashmir. Ecotourism has resulted into parétion of local
communities in Kashmir in tourism sector which hmaproved the socio-economic condition of the pe@pld thus helped
in reduction of poverty and thus a better life Kashmiris. It can lead to social, educational, @it and technological

empowerment of women in Kashmir.
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Table 4: Pilgrims Visited Amarnath Shrine from 2008to 2014

Year | Pilgrims Visited Amarnath Shrine
2008 498075
2009 373419
2010 458046
2011 634000
2012 621000
2013 353969
2014 400000

Hurdles in Development of Ecotourism in Kashmir

Poor transportation connectivity to remote nattoafist sites.
Political instability in Kashmir which results intmnstant threat among tourists.
Lack of environmental education among the localppeas well as tourists.

Unplanned infrastructural development, e.g, lotshofels and restaurants are constructed in Pahabyzin
Gulmarg at tourist sites haphazardly.

Environmental degradation at certain places likel&e.

Timber smuggling which results into deforestation ¢hus loss of biodiversity.

Lack of sufficient funds for the development of exaism.

Corruption in implementation of various tourism jesds.

Steps taken up by the Government and other Agencidsr Promotion of Ecotourism in Kashmir

The following 20 Development Authorities were cesht

Gulmarg, Pahalgam, Sonamarg, Yousmarg, Dodpathin®g, Kokernag, Leh, Kargil, Patnitop, Lakhanpur-
Sarthal, Aharbal, Manasbal, Zanaskar, Rajouri, BbpmBhaderwah, Kishtwar, Surinsar-Mansar and Lolab-

Bungus-Drungyari.

Many new roads have been constructed in remote ikeaKupwara to attract more tourists.
World class convention facilities have been mad#lable at SKICC Srinagar.

Dispersal of tourist traffic from congested dediimas of Kashmir.

During 2009-10 to 2013-14, 11256 persons have braémed under CBSP/ Hunar-se-Rozgar/ tourist fatdis
by the state government.

Hospitality courses sanctioned for 6 ITI's by tlwernment.

Pahalgam Golf Course has been upgraded to 18 HulfeQBurse of the international standards and throwen
for public, and completion of Gulmarg Golf Course.

Capacity Building, Training Programs for the logaluth and potential entrepreneurs emphasized bysttite

government.

Amendment of Ancient Monuments Act, passing of g Conservation and Preservation Act, and setiing

of Heritage Conservation and Preservation Authority
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» Assistance of Department of Tourism, J&K Govt. ilesting of films and also providing security tarfilcrews.

» In order to promote Dal Lake and Shikara, Shikagatival and Bhaderwah Festival have been orgariyettie

Department of Tourism.

* The Dept. of Tourism has appointed Ogilvy & MatRert. Ltd, New Delhi as Advertising Agency to mandige

media plans of the Department.

* A cultural show'Ehsaas-e-Kashmir” was conducted at Shalimar Bagh by Internationaiowned artist Zubin
Mehta in the month of Sept., 2013 which got lohwfdia attention.

Suggestions for Improvement and Promotion of Ecotaism in Kashmir
e Carrying Capacity Analysis

Tourism carrying capacity is defined as ‘the maximnumber of people that may visit the tourist ithasion
without causing destruction of the physical, ecoiwoamd socio cultural environment and an unaccéptdécrease in the
quality of visitors’ satisfaction.” (Alvin Chandy2009). Srinagar has excess potential carrying dégpadcich can
accommodate extra tourist inflow. This is primaidye to low tourist inflow to the city because obp connectivity, and
perceived security issues in past. With the undastruction railway line from Srinagar to Jammu ¢o@nectivity is hope
to improve. The security situation has also largelgroved in the recent years. But the carryingacity of Dal Lake has
been exhausted and can be enhanced to accommbeatautist flow by expanding the Lakefront on thestern edge as
well as on the eastern edge. In Gulmarg the egistarying capacity is almost exhausted. Pahalgasnahlot of carrying
capacity due to its vast area and beautiful vallelvever, due to over influx of Amarnath Yatristd of problems have
arisen. Thus it is necessary to understand thgingrcapacity of different tourist destinationstsat limited number of

tourists can be allowed at environment sensitiaegs.
Opening up of New Tourist Destinations

 New tourist destinations like Simthan Top, Baderwahrsar andMarsar Lakes Litherwath etc should be
highlighted so that the overflow of tourists canshéted to these places.

» Better infrastructure and transportation facilitd®uld be provided for remote tourist destinations

» ldentification and Implementation of ecotourismjpats with professional guidance.

e Capacity building of local youth.

*  Timber subsidy should be provided for houseboatufenturing and repairing.

*  More wooden huts should be constructed for tourists

» Use of internet and social medial like Facebook Bwitter should be used for promotion of ecotourism

e Cultural programmes based on local Kashmiri cultanel folklore should be held to promote environraknt
education and respect for local culture.

» Festivals and sports events like Water Raftingf godl skiing championships should be held for tt@mwtion of
ecotourism in Kashmir.f

» Political stability in J&K through peace buildingeasures between India, Pakistan and China.

* Involvement of all the stake holders of tourism.

» ldentification and declaration of Eco Zones andhtifieation of tourism products.
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» Development of rural tourism and involvement ofdbpeople.
CONCLUSIONS

Ecotourism is a game changer, multi-tiered agtiwithich appeals to ecologically and socially coassi
individuals. It is an instigator of change whichnceesult in improvement of existing socio-econonpolitical and
ecological situations. It is the philosophy of deyenent and conservation. However, the conceptbeas misused by
many people for their own benefits. So, thererngad to apply the concept of ecotourism properpt&urism in Kashmir
can act as an important factor for overall develepnof people and environment, and provides lotscope for further
development. It needs to be understood thoughpgheoach of sustainable development for the bettiewré of Kashmiris
and for economic and political empowerment of peogdpecially women who have suffered a lot dueottlict. The
political disturbance in Kashmir has affected therism industry badly and there is a need to retln® industry so that

the local people can get benefitted so that theyliga a better life.
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